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As regular readers will know by now, this is a fanzine, written by the fans, for 
the fans (although the administrators are quite welcome to read the copies we 
send them). All the stuff in SU is personal opinion, and we have no intention of 
genuinely upsetting anybody. But if we do, they're more than welcome to have 

their say, in full, next month. 
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THE OBLIGATORY EDITORIAL 
Just a quick note to say you can stop looking for 'Dear SU’ this month. There's been 
$0 much going on we've had to put this ‘essential’ on hold for a month. But fear not, it'll 
be back next month when we're sure everyone will have an opinion on the Marconi 
saga. Or is that the Marconi, Knights, Sydney Utd, Ad City and UTS saga? 





_ Who's gonna pull the trigger? : 


running. 


The shadow-boxing had gone on for !ong enough. Tony Labbozzetta decided to go to a 
wider public audience and got himself a prime-time moming spot on the Nine Network's 
‘Today’ show, where he had a good old-fashioned whinge to the anchorman about ethnic 
discrimination and the other usual load of codswallop. However, he did make one point which 
'SU' has often queried. What are the details of this ‘National Marketing Strategy’? 

Tony's appearance on national television obviously struck a raw nerve with somebody at 
SocAus though, because by 9:30am the faxes of the various media outlets were off and 


"Members of the media are invited to a Media Conference by Soccer 
Australia Chairman David Hill and Ericsson Cup General Manager Stefan 
Kamasz outlining strategies for the promotion of the Ericsson Cup and the 
National Merchandising Plan. 1:00pm, SFS etc.." 
The prospect actually excited 'SU'. Finally we were going to hear how SocAus were going 
to promote the A-League clubs during the forthcoming season. So what happened? 
Well, if you believe the Melbourne Herald Sun (see Get the Book out!), Marconi were kicked 
out, but the reality was far different. What happened was, well, bugger all. David Hill merely 
confirmed what everyone already knew, and the reluctance to pull the trigger on Marconi 
encouraged other dissidents to re-emerge from the closet. The deadline was re-set at 5.00pm 
Thursday 22nd August, which was enough for 'SU’ to delay going to print. What happened? 
Weil naturally the deadline passed and no agreement was reached. The deadline has now 
been extended until September 4, just two days before the JWC kicks off (we hope!) 
Last year, Hill was given a vote of confidence when the clubs themselves voted to oust the 
‘under-acheiving' three clubs. Will he once again leave it to the clubs to pull the trigger this 
year? 


Have Socceroos, will travel? 


Now that Euro '96 has wound down and the Olympic title has found an African home for 
the first time, everyone's attention is tumed towards the 1998 World Cup. Most countries 
have clearly mapped out their routes to France, with qualification fixtures organised and 
friendlies planned to maximise their chances of reaching the finals. Naturally, Australia isn't 
one of them. We know that in order to qualify for a two-legged play-off with the fourth placed 
Asian team we need to first qualify from a group involving Tahiti and a Polynesian/ Melanesian 
play-off winner, and then defeat the winner of a group including Fiji, the Kiwis and the 
Melanesian group winner. : 

You don't need to be Einstein (or even ET) to reatise that we should have few difficulties in 
thrashing the shorts off that lot. What we don't know yet is when this little Oceanic shindig will 
get off the ground. In all likelihood we will play the Kiwis for the right to do battle with Asia's 
fourth placed team. Has SocAus given any thought to when it would be in our best interests 
to play our World Cup qualifiers? 


Have our Euroroos been consulted as to when it would be easiest for them to come home 
and play for the Socceroos in view of their club commitments? Have the A-League clubs been 
consulted as to the possibility of a break in the season to accomodate intemational fixtures? 
Recent reports don't fill us with any great confidence when you consider that ET has been 
busy trying to organise our participation in a four-team tournament in South Africa next month. 
Are clubs expected to release their best players (you can be sure the Euroroos won't go) in 
the run-up to the new European and A-League seasons? Or will this be a case of 
Antofagasta revisited, where players declared their unavailability for the Socceroos game in 
Chile quicker that ET could say “toods a chunces"? In any case, if we don't know who we will 
be playing in a month, what hope have we got of properly organising vital fixtures in 1997? 
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The Negus Interview 


Background 


Friends of the ABC will know of a sports report / interview program called ‘Sports Factor’, 
hosted by Amanda Smith (AS). On this particular program, 20/7/96, Smith, as part of a story 
on the ethnic issue between Soccer Australia and member clubs of the A-League, interviewed 
Soccer Australia commissioner George Negus (GN). Here, reproduced verbatim is the 
ensuing conversation. 


The Interview... 


AS: ...Marconi are still hanging onto their logo with Italian colour, Melbourne Knights resolved 
to keep their red and white checks, while Adelaide City are putting the decision to a members 
meeting next month. George Negus, as well as being a TV journalist, is a board member of 
Soccer Australia. Why this demand to de-ethnicise the game? 


GN: When you use the word de-ethnicise and | guess you know there's no way in the word 
you'd ever stop some people from using that term, | would rather say that we are not de- 
ethnicising the game, we are Australianising the game. | mean, those symbols to the broad 
Australian soccer public don't mean a great deal. They may mean a great deal to those 
pockets, albeit; important pockets in the Australian soccer community from particular ethnic 
backgrounds, but it doesn't mean anything, for instance, |'m the President of a country junior 
club, on the Northern New South Wales coast. They wouldn't have a clue that there was even 
an ethnic factor in Australian soccer. There are no, you know, to all intents and purposes, 
there are no ethnic names in our teams, they are all Anglo Saxon names, or they are names 
of kids who are second or third generation ethnics. Now, that means that the whole situation, 
all to the point where those symbols, whilst they might be meaningful to the hard-core 
supporters of that club, they mean nothing to people outside the club. Now if we are going to 
broaden the appeal of soccer in general, then it has to have a broader appeal. Why bother to 
merchandise and licence or promote the game via club strips and club paraphernalia, to a 
public that doesn't even understand what those symbols mean? 


AS: Well, what if Marconi Fairfield called your bluff, are you really prepared to lose one of the 
strongest clubs from the league, in this sense? 


GN: That's up to Marconi | guess, but it's a board matter and it would be wrong for me to 
express anything other than a personal opinion, but | don't think that will happen. | mean, in 
most of these situations, you know, there's a lot a wind and fury and then people come to their 
senses. | mean, when we removed three clubs from the league last year, so far as a chunk of 
the Australian soccer community was concerned, it was the end of the world, now nobody 
even talks about it. 

| mean, so, these are radical changes that are being made, they are revolutionary changes 
and by their very nature and definition those sort of changes are going to be painful for some 
people for some period of time. But it's amazing how quickly those wounds heal and how 
rapidly people put those things behind them and | think we found ourselves in conflict for three 
months last year over that three clubs issue and now | can’t remember the last time it was 
raised with me as a board member, as a matter of any concem to anyone, because they saw 
eventually, everybody, even the opponents, eventually saw that it was to the benefit of the 
game. 
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AS: Well, at the time of the Soccer Summit, last year, George, you said that the way to really 
boost soccer in Australia, would be to host the World Cup. Will Australia be bidding for the 
2006 or 2010 World Cup? 


GN: ! think it would be wishful thinking to suggest we've got an ice cube hope in hell before 
2010 and wouldn't be surprised if it was 2014, but having said that, I've always regarded as 
important that it be part of our plans because you just can't walk up to FIFA tomorrow and say 
that we would like the World Cup next time around thank you very much. It's not the way it 
works. But! think, it's, | always saw that as much a symbolic goal, but in fact a practical one 
for the Australian soccer community fo say the ultimate one, surely as a game in this country, 


_would be to host the World Cup and if people are thinking along those lines they've got 


something to aim for in the long term and so have all the kids coming through our ranks that 
you know, not only will they play for Australia with one of our five national teams, but see the 
World Cup played in their own country. It's a vision thing as distinct from anything that's 
immediately practical. 


AS:..Mmm, but getting the World Cup would in some way be the answer to Australian soccer's 
prayers? 


GN: | think what | said at the time, if we made the World Cup our goal, we would have to get 
everything else in place and if we say to ourselves, what are we trying to achieve here, are we 
simply trying to improve the game within the country at the club level etc, at the national level, 
is that what the purpose of the exercise is? Which is a pretty admirable exercise anyway, but 
if our real goal is to become the host of the World Cup, we have to, by definition, get 
everything else right, in terms of administration and cur on and off the field behaviour. So, 
yeah, it's a way of focussing people's attention on what the hell all this whole funny business 
of sports administration, sport is a very strange thing. | don't know why we get so excited 
about it, but we do, it wouldn't be a bad idea if we knew why we get:so excited about it. 


AS:...and that is the delicious conundrum of sport, so serious and yet so trivial... 


And speaking of radio interviews... 
You can hear plenty more on Adelaide Radio at various times of the week as Lou 
Maratos kindly points out 


MONDAY * Radio SRPH, 7:50am - A 5 minute segment with Johnny Warren giving a wrap 
on aif soccer news, national and intemational, with lan Aitken and David Hookes. Other one- 
off interviews with the news makers at other times. 


WEDNESDAY * 5AA - 6:20pm - A 10 minute drive time segement on high rating 5AA 
promoting the Soccer SA Premier League. Normally consists of star players (Maxwell, Mullen 
etc) talking about the previous weeks games and the coming weekend games with Ken 
Cunningham and Graham Comes. Sponsored by Maughan Thiem Daihatsu. 


FRIDAY * 5AA - 6:35pm, 5 minute segment with Johnnie Warren, covering national and 
intemational news with Comes and Cunningham. 


SATURDAY * SRPH - 1 hour (2 hours during A-League season) covering local, national and 
intemational news, often includes interviews with overseas stars, Eddie Thomson (even when 
overseas) and all the movers and shakers in Australian soccer. 

* 5RPH - 30 minute wrap-up of Premier and State League results and reports from games with 
George McMillan 

* SEBIFM - 3:00pm, Match of the Day, direct broadcast of a Premier League match 


SUNDAY * Soccer chat Show with George McMillan, Approx. 3 hours of interviews and 
news, local, national and international, with regulars like Donald Campbell. 
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Mark Bosnich tells it like it is... 


Aston Villa and Australian goalkeeper Mark Bosnich has hit out at ethnic-backed clubs 
in the A-League. 

Interviewed by Matthew Hall for Australian Playboy and UK soccer mag FourFourTwo, 
Bosnich made it clear that clubs that promote their ethnicity are impeding the progress of 
Australian soccer and made a plea for clubs to drop ethnic identities that alienated other 
Australian fans. 

Bosnich's views come at a time when SocAus is demanding clubs adopt ethnic-free 
colours, names, and insignia in an effort to win over Australia's mainstream sporting public. 


"There are so many people that we are denying the game to. | feel so sorry for 
Australian fans” said Bosnich, in Sydney during the English off-season. "I feel a 
little awkward that they can't come and watch. It is so important that the people 
involved in running soccer - and I'm talking to all those involved, of all ethnic 
backgrounds, everyone - for the sake of Australian soccer, for the sake of 
yourselves, make soccer into an Australian game. Please." 


Bosnich, whose father migrated to Australia from Croatia in the 1950s, says that having 
an ethnic background himself makes his opinion more valid. 


“| know how hard it is to grow up in Australia and be branded different. After the 
game has finished go to the Makedonian social club, go to whatever club you want 
to, sing ethnic songs and wave ethnic flags. That's fine. But when you go to 
support a team, make it because you like the players or their style, or because its 
the suburb they represent." 


Bosnich feels that potential big name sponsors are shy of getting involved with 
Australian soccer because a large percentage of prospective fans are alienated by ethnic- 
backed clubs. 

"If an (ethnic) club wants to go to a big sponsor the reply they will get is ‘Get a 
life." he says. 

Bosnich doubts whether major companies would invest money in clubs who are not 
interested in attracting a wide audience. 

“Why should those companies sponsor a club? They'll say ‘We're Australian. 
We want to direct our marketing ability to young Australians. How can we do that if 
you only have a minority group at your games? Let's get into the real world now. 
Let's all pull the rope in the same direction and let all the feuds and rivalries be 
sorted out somewhere else." 


According to the Bosnich manifesto, clubs that are resisting the Soccer Australia 
directives regarding ethnic symbols and names are short on vision. 

"Those clubs are willing to sacrifice all the possible long term options for short 
term benefits that just aren't important,” he says. “If it could be shown to those clubs 
the different types of people that they are missing out on they may come to realise 
that they have to shy away from just ethnic supporters. They are keeping so many 
people away." 


Note: The full version of Matthew Hall's interview with Mark Bosnich can be seen in 
the upcoming October issue of FourFourTwo, as well as the December ’96 issue of 
Australian Playboy 


And the winner is.... Canberra! 


Nick Guoth reports on a potentially historic decision 


In a press conference held in Canberra on Monday August 12, ACT Chief Minister Kate 
Camell, ACT Minister for Sport, Bill Stefaniak, SocAus Chairman David Hill, Australia's coach, 
Eddie Thomson, ACTSF Chairman, Steve Doszpot and Paul Wade were on hand to state that 
a decision by Soccer Australia has been made to give Canberra an A international. This 
match, at Bruce Stadium on Friday November 1, would be the second of the home and away 


_Series between Australia and Tahiti. The first match will be held in Tahiti on Oct 26. 


More importantly to Canberra, as Kate Comelil stated, “if gives us a real opportunity to 
show what we can do in terms of hosting an intemational in a run up to the decision by 
SOCOG (Sydney Olympic Committee for the Olympic Games) and others that will be made 
over the next four months with regard to hosting Olympic Soccer." Submissions are due by 
the end of September for venues interested in hosting soccer. 

Canberra provides a number of advantages for athletes including the immediate proximity 
of the AIS where there are excellent training facilities and accomodation. David Hill was all 
praise for the decision and said that “Canberra, as the nation's capital, is a worthy venue to 
host an intemational." 


The game itself will be extremely important. Hill said that if we qualify for the finals, “This is 
certainly the most serious and senior soccer tourmament Australia has participated in for more 
than 20 years when we fast qualified for the World Cup..". Further, it is important to Australia 
as the tournament is held in December 1997 and will be good preparation for the World Cup in 
1998. The Saudis are covering all expenses and there are also financial rewards available 
through prize money. Further, there will be FIFA rating points of the highest grade available. 


Eddie Thomson will have his work cut out providing teams for the matches, with a number 
of the current senior players moving overseas to play. He stated with regard to the home 
match that “We will have the best possible team and we will also get sore of our European 
based players. The first game in Tahiti is not aff that important, but the second game here is 
very important. We will have 3 or 4 big names back playing the game.” 

The reat problem is more as to which game we would want our star overseas players to 
represent the country. The home game is more important. Thomson reiterated that there are 
still a lot of good players here including some youngsters and with Wadey "holding them up in 
midfield”. The team will be playing the away game on its merits and should they get a draw to 
come back home with, Eddie said he'd be happy. 

Thomson was asked about the possibility of obtaining Ned Zelic for the match as he played 
much of his soccer here and would help boost the interest in the match. Eddie stated that 
obtaining Ned, like any other player, would not be easy. 


Historically, Australia has only played Tahiti twice. Once was in Brisbane when Australia 
won 2-0 with one of the goals a deflection off Mehmet Durakovic, and the other a 3-0 win. 
Paul Wade remembers that the Tahitians were very hard players and although they're not 
Brazil or Argentina, they play well and a win is not a foregone conclusion. 

Bruce Stadium will be the venue for the match. The record crowd is about 26,500 which 
occurred for a rugby league game. The previous A intemational in Canberra, a loss to 
Czechoslovakia, drew some 17,000 spectators. It is hoped that this figure will be beaten. 
Further, with the submission of Canberra as a site to hold some of the Olympic Games soccer 
matches, a re-modelling of Bruce Stadium would need to be done such that there would be at 
least 20,000 seats. Plans for this are already under way. To bid, you need 15,000 seats, but 
preference is being given to those venues with 20,000 or more seats. 


With another batch of delays and court cases on the horizon it might be a 
good time to review David Hill's first sixteen months as the top man, 
and the best place to start such an exercise is the 
24 point masterplan he unveiled at the Soccer Summit last year. 


HILL STREET BLUES (Pt. 1) 


by Lou (Italic) Maratos and Harry (Regular) Georgiadis 


1. Australian football needs a nationa! plan with more vision, clearer direction, concise 
planning and specific strategies. 

Weil Hill got off to the right start by publicly setting out a detail free biue-print at last years 
Soccer Summit. He picks up points here just for having the guts to even flag a plan fo alf 
stakeholders. Who was the last SocAus Chairman to do that. Hill scores five out of ten here. 
(5/10) 

What was true at the summit is still true today. Despite a few bumps along the way David 
Hill has a clearer vision for the game than his predecessors. it might be short on specifics but 
the strategy to market the game to the Australian public and the contract with Optus Vision 
and the recent experiment with Channel 9's coverage of the International Travellers / True 
Blues series shows an appreciation of soccer's ultimate market. Whether all of today's A- 
League clubs complete the joumney is debatable. (7/10) 


2. Australian football should embrace the requirements of our international teams as the 
highest priority. 

Hill has been both a hit and a miss on this one. He's got to be careful that our various 
intemational commitments don't kill the goose that laid the golden egg - the A-League. 
Remember the Chile game? (8/10) 

The priority of our intemational sides doesn't need any reiterating, although SocAus has 
been slow in formulating a schedule to prepare the Socceroos for the 1998 World Cup while 
the Olyroos were left twiddling their thumbs in the lead-up to the Olympics (a short US tour 
apart) when what they really needed was a more gruelling build up. (6/10) 


3. Long term {roll-over} ptanning of Australia's international schedule - to the year 2001 - 
should repiace the current, piecemeal basis of scheduling of games. There should be 
more Socceroo games and more played in Australia. 

The planning unfortunately still appears to be piecemeal, but the jury recognises that there 
have been more Socceroo games and the Olyroos qualified for the Allanta games. (6/10) 

Sentiments that we agree with but the scheduling of Australia's international calendar is still 
piecemeal. For instance, who will be the Socceroos next opponent? Our game in Glasgow 
wasn't part of any long-term plan but a case of bumping into Scottish authorities in London. 
The jess said of the Chile game the better. Scotland have agreed to play England in April 
1998 while we don't know who we will be playing in 1996. (5/10) 


4. Consistent with an international tournament and World Cup obligations, Australia 
should plan a rigorous schedule of 16 internationals each year, 12 in Australia. 

Correct me if I'm wrong, but Hilf has only come up with 12 games so far, some involving 
questionable opposition (i.e Sweden, Ghana) and our own failure to field the best possible 
Socceroo line-up. (7.5/10) 


We all cheered when it was announced that more Socceroo games would be played in 
Australia but the realisation that this meant playing weakened touring sides without our best 
players dampened our enthusiasm It was a great idea in theory but the public voted with their 
feet and stayed away from games againt Ghana, Japan, Sweden and Colombia in droves. 
With our best players in Europe the fixture in Glasgow pointed the way forward. It would be 
preferable to play games in Oz only at times when our Euroroos are available such as 
Christmas and during the European close season. (4/10) 


5. The Socceroos schedule should include more games against higher ranked world 
football nations. 

Games against Argentina, Japan, Sweden, Scotland and Chile has certainly met this 
ambition. (10/10) 

The only way to ensure our ranking is improved is to play higher ranked nations. Beating 
Tahiti and New Zealand on a regular basis won't improve our ranking, neither is playing higher 
ranked nations such as Chile and Colombia if we put out a second string team. (7/10) 


6. The resourcing and management of international touring requires a number of 
detailed improvements e.g. travel of individual overseas players to join Socceroo squad . 

The main problem here seems to be the ability to get overseas players back for 
intemationals. The Scotland game just might be the way to go, both logistically and financially 
and in fact common sense. (8/10) 

One of the concems of organising Euro get-togethers is the risk of alienating local based 
players who don't feel part of the Socceroo set-up. As much as possible, A-League stars 
should not be excluded from European get-togethers. (7/10) 


7. The NSL needs fundamental changes fo take it to its next stage of development. 

Overall it has to be said that Hill has managed some change already, from the radical (e.g 
sacking clubs) to the cosmetic (e.g sponsorship, apprenticeship scheme, 33 round season). 
There is more needed, which means there's more hard work ahead of Hill. (6/10) 

This is, of course, stating the bleedin’ obvious but David Hill has demonstrated an ability to 
make the changes required. The dead wood of the NSL such as Parramatta Eagles, 
Melboume Zebras and Heidelberg Utd were dumped. The introduction of Canberra Cosmos, 
Newcastle Breakers, Perth Glory, Collingwood Warriors and (in 1997) Cariton will see the A- 
League in the year 2000 totally unrecognisable from the NSL of the Constantine era. (8.5/10) 


8. The NSL (alongside Australia's international teams) needs to be recognised as the 
highest priority. 

There's no doubt that Hill has made this a priority and despite criticism from various 
quarters, including clubs, he has stuck to his guns. (10/10) 

The changes outlined above have been positive but the scheduling of the 1995/96 season 
and the Johnnie Walker Cup demonstrated that in practice the national league is still not given 
the support it needs. The scheduling of the Socceroo game in Chile just before the A-League 
finals (that were brought forward in the first place so as not to clash with the Olympic 
qualifiers) showed a total disregard for the plight of the clubs. We at least didn't see the 
wholesale fixture changes of the 94/95 season that forced Adelaide City and South Melboume 
to postpone several league fixtures to accomodate the Socceroos, but it stifl happened far too 
regularly for our liking. (6.5/10) 


9. The financial viability of the NSL and NSL clubs needs to be enhanced. 

Not much detail provided by Hill here, but the increased tv exposure and sponsorship, a 
fonger season, along with schemes like the apprenticeships has given the clubs a firm 
platform to progress from. (10/10) 
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The financial black hole that was the NSL has been closed to some extent. Attendances 
are up and the contract signed with Optus Vision shows an appreciation of the financial 


benefits of pay TV. Marketing and merchandising initiatives are one way of ensuring the 1 = 1 
financial viability of the A-League, however, the Canberra Cosmos' well publicised cash crisis News from the capital From Nick Guoth 
and the inability of the Newcastle Breakers to find a sponsor shows that clubs still find it i 

difficult to cope. (8/10) It's getting hectic here in Canberra with both the Cosmos re-starting up for the coming 


| season and the local season moving to the finals. Then, just when you thought that may 

10. Significant increases in full-time professionat opportunities for Australian footballers become a nightmare for the organizers, the weather has stepped in and caused 

needs to be introduced. postponement after postponement. The continuous rain in Canberra has taken centre 
The above mentioned apprenticeship scheme linked in with Federal government support stage with the local scene, Just when the rare early season game was being rescheduled, 

was a great start, despite some clubs not acting quickly enough. The longer season coupled along has come 4 weeks of never-ending downpours. Every week, grounds have been 

with more Socceroo games has already allowed many players to concentrate full-time on their | closed and more and more games have been held over. So far, the season has been 

soccer careers. The retum of overseas stars like Frank Farina also makes the A-League a extended one week already. 


more attractive alternative for full-time players. (6/10) ! ; ; ‘ 

10) This is a goal we all agree on. A fully professional league providing the type of money In the Premier League 1st Grade, Belconnen Utd has already won the Hee premier 
available overseas will stop the flood of our players to Europe and improve the standard of the ship with two rounds to go. On August 4 they defeated their nearest “ anberra Deakin 
A-League. The apprenticeship scheme was only a beginning but without clubs raising more 1-0. This gave Belconnen an eight point gap at Wi top of the table. . race for the other 
revenue through sponsorship, merchandising, TV rights and gate receipts clubs can't offer the sie Sih Et Cae Cueto eons ee with a good chance to qualify. 
financial j i! i i ia. fi Beg 
Hemel INGE Tvs 1 Diners: tO TATA peg (eras lrien WF DUB U EN ae AG 10) Meanwhile, in the State League Division 1, Australian National University, Bums Club, 
11. As an initial step to promote more full-time professional opportunities, the ASF ; Cooma and White Eagles are guaranteed of making the finals, with the top three currently 
should provide some direct financial assistance to each of the clubs which will enable us fighting in a very close race for the minor premiership. ANU have played one less game 


to increase the full-time player positions available. than the other two and took more likely to finish first. 


Once again, from the outside looking in, the apprenticeship scheme seems to be the only ; : : 
Laer 5 t 5 Next month, rain delays excluded, September 30 to October 4, Canberra will be hosting the 
pseontohed a fk se Heide adie ge ee ete h hivarouad ‘ Australian University Games. Included in this willbe Mens and Womens soccer. As | am 
eucsess bi 4 M : "ae = tions of . i - pasha etnies ta pr hei bi bgislapare Nga 2 the referees co-ordinator for the two events, | will have all the scores and details. A number 
(4.5110) Sanaa Se PoIne nile: ft TeMeins 2 RP : ; of top players from around Australia, including some current A-League players will be 


participating. A full report will come in the October edition. 


12. Strategies need to be introduced to increase all major revenue sources including tv I 
rights, sponsorship, gate receipts, merchandising, various government revenues. 

As SU recently reported, the SocAus accounts show that income from merchandise was 
down by almost $80 000 (no surprise), tv, radio and subsidies was down by $800 000 but 
Signage was up by $107 000. Obviously a lot of work is needed here, mind you it probably 
can't get any worse. Just a little effort in merchandising could see hundreds of thousands of 
dollars invested back in the game. {1/10} 

Thankfully SocAus, after years of neglect, has finally moved towards increasing revenue in 
several areas. The contract with Optus Vision and the recent ‘Negus' series on Channel Nine 
were a testing of the water for a sport previously covered exclusively by SBS. Sponsorship 
remains linked to television exposure. Most sponsors will only become involved in a sport that 
has a regular, prime-time commercial TV presence. 

Merchandising still remains a contradiction in terms at A-League level with most clubs half- 
heartedly producing souvenirs of the car sticker/pennant variety and virtually no merchandise 
retailed in the larger department stores. The introduction of Sue Baker-Finch to the SocAus 
board will allow the sport fo take advantage of the ex-AlS board member's access to the Dept 
of Sport & Recreation, particularly for the benefit of womens soccer. (7/10) 


Work is continuing to proceed on the new premises of Soccer Australia in Canberra. 
From what | have seen there is a big hole, and not much more. The building is expected to 
be finished in Apri! 1997. It will not only house representatives from SocAus, but also the 
Australian Women's Soccer Association, the ACTSF and probably the Canberra Cosmos. 


The Cosmos themselves have just recently obtained their own premises in the southern 
suburb of Mawson. There will be an opening of the club on Thursday 22nd. Meanwhile, the 
Cosmos themselves have started to train and get together a squad. Outside signings, 
Lachlan Annstrong and Richard Watson are not in Canberra yet and may not make it back 
for the Waratah Cup tie against Sydney United. Also the team has lost Michael! Musitano to 
Ad City and Alex Castro to West Adelaide with John Koch probably going somewhere. 

With the lack of finance, the number of non-local players will be very small. Hence, 
many locals are being given the chance to impress during trials and training runs. Players 
that have been seen as possibles include Canberra Deakin's Mladin Rogic and David Milin, 
Tuggeranong's Lindsay Wilson, Queenbeyan City's llija Prenzoski and Weston Creek's 
Steve Lazzari. 

All the other players are returning for trials and most of them should be in the team. 
These include Paul Wade, Paul Dee, Michael Garcia, Marko Perinovic, Tony Lemezina, 
Stan Dukic, all the Popovich brothers and Danny Milosevic. Attempts are also being made 
to sign Tony Giannasca as the second goal-keeper behind Milosevic. 

Paul Wade is still only a possibility for playing in the pre-season games. He is returning 
from an operation on his ankle, and although training with the rest of the team is taking it 
| easy until his ankle is good. All other players look healthy and ready to play. 


PHWEEP]I Okay, so that's not quite how a whistle sounds, but it’s half-time anyway, and 
Mr Hill has done fairly we!l up ‘til now, but there are some administrative hurdles ahead 
in the second half, so it ain't over yet. See ya next month for the second half... 
Halftime scores: Lou: 80.5/120 Harry: 76.5/120 


The ACT Academy and the AIS are just getting their squads together for the up-coming 
Nationa! Youth League season. The Academy will start training early in September and 
look forward to another good season and hopefully finishing in the top four. 


Lakeside Revwolution 
by the Lakeside Spy 


A-League clubs face expulsion, fans are screaming racial discrimination, and sponsors are 
threatening to withdraw support. A certain Channel 10 Adelaide sports reporter wants to take 
SocAus to the Human Rights commission, the Knights’ president states that ‘the Fuhrer died 
years ago". Some soccer fans out there are feeling bitter. One can sympathise a little with 
some of them, but there is no denying that these are the changes that had to happen. There is 
no doubt that Australian soccer will be better for it. This isn’t the first time we have heard about 
it , and most definitely not the last. Proposed changes to broaden soccer's appeal were tried 
in the past, but unfortunately they were never really taken seriously, with at best half hearted 
attempts. Administrators of years gone by have tried, but to be frank did not have the balls or 
support to realistically see them through, Below is a an excerpt from the 1980 Philips League 
Year Book, Presidents message, from Sir Arthur George. 


“Of paramount importance is the necessity for some clubs to become more media 
orientated and to broaden the extent of the participation of the community both in their 
membership structure and their administrative commitees.” 


Nice words but how seriously were they taken? Now read below for a 90's straight down 
the line version from Soccer Australia chairman, Mr David Hill. 


“] don’t care what anybody says, you can’t do it if you’re clinging rigidly to the 
emblems, symbols and insignia of European nationalism. Nobody has succeeded. in 
the key markets of Sydney and Melbourne in-the fast 20 years, { can’t think of one team - 
not one - based on an ethnic community which has broadened its spectator appeal. If 
soccer wants fo represent small sections of the Australian population it can keep on 
going the same way. It’s very hard to self Greek nationalism in a Brisbane sportstore. 
it’s hard to sell Croatian insignia outside the Croatian community. This is not about de- 
ethnicising the game. it has been the ethnic communities which can take most credit for 
the progress of soccer in Australia. The ethnic communities are the core community 
and heart and soul of the game. It is the challenge for the clubs and ourselves to retain 
those legacies, strengths and traditions while expanding the game’s appeal” 


Australia’s soccer fans can find comfort from these words as they convey to the people the 
determination of SocAus to take this sport where it belongs, this time there is no mucking 
around. Australian soccer is undergoing enormous change. Some clubs face the challenge to 
justify their position in our elite competition. South Melbourne - one of the clubs affected by 
the current changes - have stepped up and let common sense prevail. 


An extraordinary general meeting was held on the 14th July 1996 at South Melbourne’s 
Bob Jane Stadium. The epic meeting which started at 10:00 am did not finish until 2:20 pm. 
The club which boasts that they are the ‘Crowd Kings’ of Australia announced to those in 
attendance that in order to ensure long term survival and maintain its position as Victoria's 
largest and most professional club it would have to meet the likes of the Carlton Soccer Club 
head on. in order for Souths to maintain a competitive edge over their rivals the figure of a $3 
million dollar budget per year was mentioned. An extensive refurbishment which is currently 
underway for the social club building (which backs onto the main grandstand) will see a fully 
licensed club incorporating the “Champions Sports Bar” which has a huge theatre style TV 
screen and the “Champions Gaming Room’ with 60 poker machines. An outdoor ‘Beer 
Garden' area will have seating and views of Albert Park lake and its palm trees, whilst a VIP 
area on the grandstand enjoys views of the city skyline. Advertisements on commercial 
television are also in the pipleline to promote “The South Melbourne Lakers Soccer Club”. 


The primary reason for the meeting however was to discuss Soccer Australia's edict for 
clubs fo “remove all symbols of European nationalism from club logos, playing strips, club 
flags, stadium names and letterheads” as part of a national merchandising scheme. 

South's initial stance on the issue was to have the new Lakers logo complement the clubs 
existing emblem (Greek ensign). The new nickname - “Lakers” which is featured on the new 
logo recognizes Souths links with the South Melboume/Albert Park Lake area, and the black 
and white chequered flag an the logo symbolizes the F1 Grand Prix (the grand prix track 
weaves just metres away from the Bob Jane Stadium). A new bottle green shirt will also be 
wom for away games. 

The intention was to also keep the old lago and slowly phase it out, however SA deemed 


_ this to be unsatisfactory, and stated that the traditional logo must go. During the meeting 


those in attendance were Jed to believe that South Melboume would not bow to SocAus 
pressure and would fight them all the way. it appears from my understanding that the issue 
was a foregone conclusion when the meeting was held. The threat of exclusion from the 
Ericsson Cup was discussed, as was the need to welcome people from all backgrounds to the 
club. A board member explained that potential sponsors (from @ non-Greek background) were 
hesitant upon seeing the traditional emblem of the club. The input of sponsors such as Puma, 
Bob Jane T-Marts and Tooheys should not be underestimated. Puma Australia have just 
signed a six year deal with Souths to supply the official new kit, which amounts to over $1 
million dollars. Sponsors do not commit such amounts of money unless they know their 
product will reach the largest audience possible. 


A number of questions and comments were taken from the floor. Some older traditional 
members were opposed to the logo change. It is difficult to imagine that a club would totally 


ignore such influential members who dig deep into their pockets to support the club. The very 
fact that the issue is being debated is of most significance, as was shown. Comments 
conveyed by the younger South Melbourne supporters and some from the older generation 
were most encouraging. The most surprising and forthright comments came from a former 
club president Mr Leo Anezakis. He explained that with the benefit of hindsight some things 
perhaps should have been handled differently in the past. He stated that if these changes 
were implemented slowly (in the past) then there wouldn't the big uproar that we face today. 
He strongly emphasised that the game must move forward, and that no one has the right to 
halt the progress of Australian soccer. His words were met with loud applause from various 
sections. 


The lesson is, let's leam from our past mistakes. Back in the early 80’s ASF Marketing Ltd. 
headed by Peter Sheean with the assistance of West Nally - a worldwide sports marketing firm 
- wanted to “repackage and remarket Australian Soccer as a united sport.” It was proposed by 
ASF Marketing Ltd that South Melboume adopt the nickname “Gunners”. The idea behind the 
moves were correct but the logo to be quite candid, was ridiculous. It featured a large cannon 
with two soldiers about to fire it, and a soccer ball thrown in the background. 

The ASF Marketing Ltd. Company to their credit had a number of innovative concepts, but 
unfortunately through bad management it incurred large losses in 1984 and 1985 due to - 
expensive toumaments. The first involving Australia, Juventus, Nottingham Forest, Iraklis, 
Manchester United and Glasgow Rangers and then a series against Red Star Belgrade, it was 
reported that Peter Sheean jumped ship and sold his share in the company. 


Many of the clubs have argued that these processes take time and SocAus are demanding 
too much change in a short space of time. On face value this is a fair statement, but in reality 
these changes have been touted for years and years. Reluctant clubs have only themselves 
to blame. Adelaide City have shown to some degree that it is possible to gain broader support 
and market themselves as the club for the people of Adelaide. The chant of "City City” is now 
more often heard than the old “Juve” chant. Hopefully the same can be said of the “Lakers” 
chant. Lets all hope that these aren't just cosmetic changes. Being a wide eyed optimist, | 
hope that Souths and the other clubs affected can really do it, and WANT TO for the sake of 
Australian soccer. lt deserves no less. 


ot 


A NOVICES REVIEW OF INTERNET SITES 
By Greg Stock 


The Information superhighway has arrived and with it the wealth of information that is the 
World Wide Web. For all us football diehards, surfing the net means we can access all the 
great football information that was previously the domain of the chosen few. If you're like me 
and you've been relying on magazines like World Soccer and British Soccer Week to try and 
find match statistics, the information revolution is the best thing to happen to football since 
Studs Up (cheap plug). No longer are we the great football mushrooms as the answers are 
only a fingertip away. However, the next question is "Where the hell are all the interesting 
web sites? {f you search the words soccer or football, the computer matches over 10,000 
documents and web sites. Not much help if you're only out there for a surf and have no idea 
where the waves are breaking. 


| have had access to the Intemet for around six months now and | must admit that | have 
been pleasantly surprised with what I've found in the football world. Some of the ‘unofficial’ 
web sites of various groups and individuals with a football passion to share are great to find as 
are all the official sites from the Newcastle Breakers right through to the Argentine Football 
Association. Although | only regard myself as a novice | feel that with a regular review each 
month we can all share in the great footballing resource that is the net. If you know of any site 
that would be worth reviewing in the future please let me know via: 

54 Girraween Ave, Como West, 2226, NSW 
or by e-mail at Kylie_stock@roadshow.com.au Happy surfing! 


OZ SOCCER 


Internet address - http://www.peg.apc.org/~gbaxter/ 

This is the first web site any Australian football enthusiast should check out. Not only can 
you (sometimes) read the latest issue of Studs Up as part of the site but it also has a tipping 
competition running throughout the Ericsson Cup season. Statistics on all Australian 
internationals are available, as well as links to all Ericsson Cup clubs where you can obtain all 
the news and views from your favourite club. The site also contains some great photos of the 
Ericsson Cup stars in action. Definitely worth a visit. 


FIFA 


Internet address - http://www.fifa.com 

Another interesting site where you can find out all that there is to know on the runnings of 
FIFA and the 1998 World Cup. Surfers can also access the FIFA handbook and subscribe to 
the various publications FIFA has on offer. The news page is interesting and worth a read as 
is the calendar of forthcoming events. This site also has a number of pages of statistics on 
World Cup qualifying matches as well as some of the major intemational tournaments and is 
updated quite regularly. During the Atlanta Olympics, this site proved to be a most valuable 
source of information on the competition, providing match reports, line-ups, yellow cards, etc. 


FORTH DIMENSION 


Internet Address - hétp://users.aol.com/soccerslot/forthdim.html 
This web site is mostly concerned with gambling on the great game. The opportunity exists 
for the surfer to download some software concemed with the forecasting and selection of 
soccer pools numbers as well as purchase the many publications and computer software 
items this company produces. It is interesting fo note that this site also contains a soccer and 
gambling web index if you feel inclined to have a punt. A site mainly for the dedicated 
SoccerPools player (if there are any Seft). 


ee a 


THE ASSOCIATION OF FOOTBALL STATISTICIANS 


Internet Address - http:www.innotts.co.uk...rstats/afsinfo/intro. htm 
The A.F.S. is a British based group of enthusiasts who provide a database of information 

on English Football. These are the guys who supply the stats to everyone from the 
newspapers to the Carling Premiership with the full approval of the Football Association. 
Not only does the site provide ali the results of the English Football season but includes player 
profiles, a history of soccer, book reviews and the opportunity to browse their regular reports. 
The site also contains an all-important link to other sites for the statistically minded. Regularly 
updated, this site is a great resource. 


HOME PAGE OF THE RSSSF 


Internet Address - http://info.risc.uni-lin...-info/rsssf/nersssf.html 
If you have even the slightest interest in football history this is the site for you. The 

R.S.S.S.F. (Rec.Sport.Soccer.Statistics. Foundation) is a group that takes on the task of 
producing a massive archive of every official football match played worid wide. Some task! 
The results are very pleasing, so if you are after statistics of matches played 20 years ago in 
Iceland then this is the place to start looking. There is also a section devoted to current 
internationals which is updated daily and the opportunity to cruise the archive section of the 
various leagues. The Australian domestic section is adequate in providing teams, results, top 
scorers, tables for last years Ericsson Cup season. If you have trouble finding this web site on 
the above address, don't worry, | have as well. The way to get around it is to use the link from 
the A.F.S. web site. Problem solved. 


SOCCER AMERICA 
Internet Address - http://www-socceramerica.com/SA/index.html 


site covers all that the magazine has to offer as well as the opportunity to catch up on all the 
news and views from the MLS competition. You can put a question to the star of the month, 
ask Alexi Lalas or Cobi Jones what they eat for breakfast, register your opinions on the Issues 
of MLS or just check out what's going on in the college and youth leagues of the US. Doesn't 
go overboard on statistics but does provide interesting editorial comment on football American 
style, 


Soccer America is a 'newsweekly’ football publication published in the United States. This KP 

















At least FIFA's doing some market research 
One of the perennial whinges is the lack of market research undertaken by SocAus and 
the State federations in an attempt to find out what the fans actually want. So credit where 
credit is due. Well done FIFA, who have set up an online survey on the Intemet in an effort to 
find out a little more about the fans who visit their Website. Specifically, the survey is aimed 
at gauging reaction to the idea of an international football hall of fame. It asks basic info such 
as whether you are intending to visit the 2000 Olympics and what roles you have had in the 
game (player, referee, fan etc) and even whether you'd like to be placed on their (E-)mailing 
list. Please do us a favour and register your interest. Let FIFA know the fans in Oz care. 
For further information see: 
http://www.demosphere.com/cgi-win/hubws.exe?ss1:addsurvey 






While we’ve found a spare inch... 
We should remind Melbourne readers of a very entertaining radio program on Sunday 
nights on 3WRB-FM (97.4) from 8:00 - 10:00pm starring ‘The Four Diegos’. 


The August 25 show featured an excellent (lengthy) chat with George Negus and often 
includes giveaways and so on. You'd be a fool to miss it... 


Programme 


Review 


This month we stroll down memory Jane with 
the New York Cosmos 1979 Australian tour and 
also take a look at the recently launched Perth 
Glory. Finally we look at a programme from 
another football code - Rugby Union. 





New York Cosmos v Australia 
Weds 24th October 1979 - Sydney Showground 
44 Pages (23.25 pp ads) - Size 215mm x 275mm 


A game that captured the imagination of the public 
in more ways than one. New York Cosmos were 
perhaps the highest profile team in World Football 
albeit that the status was short lived. For the 
tecord, Australia beat the Cosmos 2-1 with goals 
from Henderson and Rooney and Chinaglia.replied 
for the visitors. The programme also covered the 
Adelaide City v Cosmos game played 4 days later, 
the result of which ! do not have. 


Cover - Makes it took like it is a New York Cosmos 
home game. Such was the awe that they were held 
in! The colour is mainly blue. 2 - Ad. 3 - The tour 
promoter introduces things. 4 - Ad. 5 - Foreword by 
Arthur George, ASF President. 6 - Ad. 7 - Cosmos 
itinerary + Contents of programme + Ad. 8/9 - 
Cosmos - $100 million of talent + Player Profiles. 
10 - Ad. 11 - Profiles cont. 12 - Ad. 13 - Profiles 
cont + Ad. 14/15 - Colour pics of Cosmos in Action. 
16 - Ad. 17 Australian Player Profiles including one 
on Rudi G! 18 - Ad. 19 - More profiles. 20 - Ad. 21 - 
Australia in action. 22/23 - The squads + Ad. 24 - 
Ad. 25 - Spaces to fill in the team line ups. 26 - Ad. 
27 - A very interesting profile on Ad. City. 28 - Ad. 
29 - Ad. City Profiles. 30 - Ad. 31 - Ad. City in 
action (photos). 32 - Ad. 33 - Spaces to fill in the 
team line up in Adelaide. 34 - Ad. 35 - NSW Youth 
Squad + Match Officials. 36 - Ad. 37 - Aust. 
Schoolboys profiles. Includes Steve Blair, Oscar 
Crino, Gary Phillips, Howard Tredinnick, Robert 
Wheatley & Charlie Yankos. 38 - Ad. 39 - Space 
for the curtain raiser teams to be entered + Ad. 40 - 
Ad for tour led by Mr Soccer (JW!) which has 3 
days in London to see the RL Grand Final on May 
3 & the FA Cup Fina! on May 10! (Work that one 
out for yourself). 44 - Johnny Warren's view + an 
explanation on how the NASL shoot out works. 
42/43/44 - Ads. 


There's plenty of pages but not too much meat. 
Perhaps the best part is the player profiles which 
certainly paint a good & informative picture of the 
players concerned. The Rudi Gutendosf one in 
particular was of interest but probably only covered 
10% of this wandering minstrel's resume. 


NEW YORK COSMOS 





Perth Glory v Sampdoria 
Friday 31st May 1996 - WACA Ground, Perth 
24 pages (12 pp ads} - Size 241mm x 298mm 


This issue is from the same stable that produced 
the Nottingham Forest tour programme a year ago. 
The game is for the "Qantas Centenary Cup" which 
celebrates 100 years of soccer in WA. 
Unfortunately, nowhere on the caver does it 
indicate who the contestants are for this game! 
There are two small pictures of Australia v Ghana 
and one of Stan Lazaridis. The main colour is dark 
blue. 2 - Ad. 3 - The WA Minister of Sport 
welcomes Sampdoria. 4 - Ad. 5 - A Director of 
Sport Works introduces Sampdoria & thanks 
everyone including his fellow directors + another 
pic from the Ghana game. 6 - SAWA President 
also welcomes Sampdoria. 7 - Photos af the 
Employees of Sport Works! 8 - Ad. 9 - The 
Centennial Committee Chairman welcomes 
everyone to the WACA. 10/11 - Ads. 12 - 
Sampdoria touring party. 13 - The Perth Glory 
Squad including Kimon Taliadoros (sic) and Ante 
Milicic. Eddie Lennie blew the whistle. 14 - Ad. 15 - 
The president of the Italo-Australian Welfare and 
Cultural Center welcomes Sampdoria! 16 - Ad. 17 - 
Mel Moffat from The West Australian fails to use 
the word "Welcome" in his article - the most 
interesting in a tack lustre programme. 18 - Ad. 19 - 
The WA Italian Club and the Italian Consul both 
welcome Sampdoria. 20 - Ad. 21 - Both countries 
anthems. 22/23/24 - Ads. 


Generally speaking, this is another disappointing 
issue from Sport Works. The theme of every article 
bar one is to welcome Sampdoria. Very little is 
given on the history of the club and there is nothing 
at all on the players nor are there any player 
pictures or team group photos. Likewise, there is 
even less on Perth Glory. There is no mention of 
the colours that they played in (or Sampdotia’s 
colours) and generally this would have to be a 


golden opportunity missed to educate spectators 
about the visitors and perhaps more importantly, 
Perth Glory. Publicity is not always going to be 
easy to come by, so the opportunity to indulge in 
self promotion should not be missed. There again, 
this was a game organised by a private concem 
and they did pat themselves on the back. 


CENTENARY CUP 1996 
SOUVENIR PROGRAMME 
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PERTH GLORY 





Australia v Wales 
Saturday 8th June 1996 - Baflymore, Brisbane 
76 Pages (22 pp ads) - Size 212mm x 276mm 


Not so long ago there was an Australia v Sweden 
intemational in Brisbane with a second match in 
Sydney shortly after. Australia were due to play 
Wales in Rugby Union in the same cities, so it is a 
good opportunity to compare what each code is up 
to in the programme world. The first thing that 
comes ta mind is that this issue covers only the 
Brisbane game. Sydney got its own programme. 
The Sweden international had to cope with the 
same issue for both games. The price was $6 for 
both, The entry prices were about twice as much 
for the Ballymore game as the Soccer game at 
Suncom. ($10 & $26 v $20 & $50). The Rugby 
programme is a great read. Plenty to keep you 
going should the action in the middle not grab your 
attention. Not inundated with ads either. 


Cover - Full colour giving match details. Doesn't 
give the KO time. 2/3/4 - Ads. 5 - President's 
Message + contents. 6 - Ad. 7 - Past results & 
Stats against Wales. 8/9 - Licence to Thrill. The 
Welsh are on the way back. 10/11 - Ad. 12/13 - 
Cont from 9. 14/15/16/17 - A Glimmer of a Silver 
Lining. The 1999 World Cup approaches for Wales. 
18 - Ad. 19/20/21/22/23 /24 - A Juggemaut 
Emerges. A look at the Super 12 competition. 25 - 
Ad. 26/27 - Breathing Fire & Passion. When the 
Wallabies meet the Welsh. 28 - Ad. 29 - Cont from 





27. 30 - Ad. 31 - Cont from 29. 32/33 - A mandate 
for change. The ARU CEO answers questions. 34 - 
Ad. 35 - Curtain Raisers. 36/37 - Australian Player 
Profiles. 38/39 - Team Line Ups incl reserves. 
40/41 - Welsh Player Profiles. 42 - Ad. 43/44/45 - 
Ridding rugby of Thuggery. 46 - Ad. 47 - Cont from 
45. 48/49 - Coaching the Coaches. 50 - Ad. 51 - 
Cont from 49. 52 - Ad. 53 - Cont from 51. 54/55 - 
The Tray that shocked the world. 56 - Ad. 57 - Cant 
from 55. 58 - Ad. 59 - Cont from 57. 60/61 - The 
New Man in Charge. An interview with Greg Smith. 
62 - Ad. 63 - Cont fram 61. 64 - Ad. 65 - Cont from 
63. 66 - Ad. 67 - Tales fram the locker room. 68/69 
- ARU News. 70/71/72/73 - Looking Down the 
Touchline. Notable moments from Australia v 
Wales encounters. 74 - Signals from the Ref, and 
what they mean. 75/76 - Ads. 


This programme really does leave most Football 
programmes for dead. There are lots of interesting 
articles. Plenty of pictures from current and past 
games. Lots of magic moments recalled. The 
articles have depth and there is plenty on the 
opposition. What more could you ask for from a 
programme? 


AUSTRALIA V WALES 


Next month we hope to bring some different 
programmes to these pages for review. But in 
the meantime, if you've got any special 
favourites that you'd like us to review, or any 
spare issues that are no longer required, send 
them to you know who at you know where! 
Ewen Anderson 
PO Box 5155, Alexandra Hills QLD 4161 









No argument, the best two got through 


Australia's Olympic campaign was doomed to failure long before our opening match 
against France in Miami. Why? Preparation. It is a word that is often used in an attempt 
to wiggle a few more bucks from the federation and organise a quick trip somewhere or just 
arrive at the match destination a couple of weeks early, but there's no doubt that the 
preparation of the Olyroos was a disgrace, and ultimately Eddie Thomson must shoulder 
the blame. Perhaps we are being a bit harsh here, and we hadn't realised that this was 
part of a cunning plan dreamt up by SocAus and Eddie Thomson. ET takes up the story... 

"Everyone underestimates us - look at Saudi Arabia. They spent $3million on this team 
- we put ours together on a shoestring". 

Fair enough, if we are going to miss out on qualifying for the last eight, why bother 
throwing good money at a doomed venture. Jokes aside Eddie, our “shoestring” 
preparations are a source of embarrassment, not pride, and further proof of our 
amateurism at international level. It was bad enough that the team only played one friendly 
internationat in six months (ignoring the Canada games) but the lack of homework done on 
the opposition by our national coaching staff was downright irresponsible (see ’Get the 
Book out’). 


As expected, Danny Tiatto got himself sent off. Yep, it's going to look that harsh in the 
record books, but to be fair to Danny it was a bloody shocking decision, a waist-high 50-50 
ball that could have gone anywhere which neither player was prepared to back off from. 

I'm no referee, but | suspect the free kick could've gone either way, and although Tiatto 
later admitted he thought the offence was no worse than a yellow he's probably become so 
paranoid about cards he'd expect one if he cleared his mouth of saliva. 

Australia now had to play the final 68 minutes with ten men, with Muscat and Vidmar on 
yellows they had picked up in the first ten minutes. To make matters worse, we were a 
goa! down as well. Robert Pires, the only French attacker anywhere near a scoring 
position, had fired in a first time shot from 17 yards as three Aussie defenders stood within 
10 yards of him. Only two minutes earlier Australia were denied a free-kick right on the 
edge of the box when French ‘keeper Lionel Letizi appeared to handle the ball outside the 
box while collecting a through ball which Agostino was chasing. It was the first of a number 
of questionable decisions from the officials. 'Smokey' described the French play-acting as 
"absurd, disgraceful", but it was no worse than you'd see in any highly-charged European 
fixture. 


Oz battled manfully after Tiatto's departure, but struggled to create genuine scoring 
chances. Frank Juric was the busier of the two goalkeepers and it was no real surprise 
when Lyon's Florian Maurice found himself one-on-one with Juric who managed to get a 
foot to the shot, but the ball had acquired enough top-spin to send it heading towards the 
net. Although Horvat reached the ball, he could only toepoke it over the line. 

Almost immediately Vidmar had a half-chance but his first touch on the edge of the box 
let him down. The last ten minutes threatened to boil over as a few scores were settled, 
and Muscat was lucky not to receive his second yellow for raising a forearm into the head 
of an opponent. Agostino headed just wide in injury time but France had the game won 4 
fair while before then. 


If Lady Luck had deserted the Olyroos against France she certainly came back with a 
few mates for the second group match against Saudi Arabia. With the Arabs hitting the bar 
twice and failing to convert a penalty, it is no exaggeration to say Juric could have picked 
the ball out of the net at least four times. But that would overlook the sheer guts of the 
Australians who played with real purpose at times and rekindled the quarter final hopes of 
the fans back home, 





And the coaching staff, too. ET confidently recalled the deeds of his 1992 unit when 
they beat Denmark in their final group match to qualify for the quarters, and was quite 
happy to take on Spain to reach this year's last eight. But our defence was so generous 
against the Saudis it is doubtful whether Javier Clemente would have lost too much sleep. 
After Peter Tsekenis had given Oz the lead, Fuad Amin headed over from 12 yards with 
only Juric to beat as the Arabs gave the first hint it could be a busy day for the Aussie 
‘keeper. Amin could have raffled the chance with another totally unmarked teammate as 
Ross Aloisi tooked on from a distance, and unfortunately Ross had a very ordinary day 
organization-wise, although some of his passing from the backfield was excellent. That's 
not to say he didn't give the ball away though... 


Most of the Australians were keen to get forward, and it was a beautiful sight. Rarely 
has an Australian team played with as much confidence, and they found that fortune 
favoured the brave, and the Saudis had little luck as they were content to sit back and let 
Oz come at them. The first half an hour was dominated by Australia, and it would be fair to 
say the Arabs’ best player was goalkeeper Al-Sadig despite some of his eccentric partying. 
Vidmar had a great chance to put us 2-0 up when one-on-one with Al-Sadig before Khamis 
Al-Dossari produced the tunging tackle of the tournament. Within minutes Amin found 
himself in a similar position and fired a shot which was goalbound until Juric somehow got 
his leg to it and deflected it on to the bar. Qualifying hero Obied Al-Dossary was also 
showing off a huge range of skills and teamed up with Amin on numerous occasions during 
well-rehearsed fast-break routines. 

After a succession of quick comers - in which Australia should have well and truly sorted 
out the man-marking - the Saudis equalised through Al-Kilaiwi who rose unchallenged to 
head in direct from a comer. The sort of stuff that makes armchair coaches scratch their 
hair out. Undaunted, Oz stormed forward and hit the bar (through Vidmar?) and actually 
had the ball in the net but a free-kick was awarded against Viduka. 


The second half provided more of same, plenty of end-to-end stuff mixed with the 
occasional goad build-up, and the bizarre, with Ante Moric copping a yellow for dissent 
after winning a free-kick. See what can happen when you try to get opponents booked? 
Then came the moment of the match, with Spiteri breaking down the right and firing over a 
cross which arrived just a fraction behind Viduka, who calmly swept the ball in behind his 
left leg with his right foot. It had the commentators gushing, and it was truly a world-class 
goal. Let's hope a few of the big European clubs see the highlights package. 


From the sublime to the ridiculous. Within minutes Kevin Muscat had hacked down a ‘ 
Saudi forward who was near the goal-line with his back to goal and no support in sight. 





Sadiy, he was also in the penalty area. But cometh the hour, cometh the man, and Frank 
Juric did the correct thing and waited until Amin decided where it was going. He flung 
himself to his right and palmed the ball around the post. From the resultant comer Amin hit 
the bar again with a header when Juric came but failed to collect. Aurelio Vidmar should've 
been awarded a penalty when Al-Sadig held him in a ‘waist-scissors’, while Moric and 
Spiteri also showed they were keen to extend the lead. Saudi substitute Rahman was 
lucky to stay on the pitch after a shocking knee-high foul on Vidmar, and with action at both 
ends the final whistle came as a great relief. Both sides constantly threatened and this 
viewer was just happy to get the three points. 


And so it was on to Orlando and a showdown with Spain, who only needed a draw to 
progress to the knockout phase but were on their way out of the tournament when they 
found themselves 0-2 down after only 11 minutes. Viduka provided a cross for Vidmar to 
bury after only three minutes, and the new Tenerife recruit got his second when he toe- 
poked over the line after Corica had beaten the 'keeper. Australia had one foot in the 
quarter finals. Then the nightmare began. 


Vidmar himself summed it up best when he suggested you are bound to concede goals 
when you try to defend a lead for three-quarters of the game. ET meanwhile chose the 
‘stiff’ excuse, claiming the Spaniards equaliser was a bit jammy”, and had nothing but 
praise for his players. The truth probably lies somewhere in between. 

The free-kick by Raul to reduce the deficit was brilliantly executed, of that there is no 
argument, but there is one point worth making. The decision to place a defender on the 
goal line, next to the post the wall is supposed to be protecting, not only suggests the 
goatkeeper is not entirely comfortable with the situation but also allows opposition forwards 
to ‘hang around' the six yard line making a nuisance of themselves. Three Spanish players 
were effectively unmarked rushing towards goa! as the kick was about to be taken, surely 
unnerving Juric. It was the Canadians use of this 'defender on the post method which 
allowed Muscat to cause problems and Lozanovski to score at the Sydney Footbal! 
Stadium in June. It is a tactic which is rarely used at international level, especially by good 
teams. It would be nice to know why we use it. It would be even nicer to abandon it. 


The second half provided two golden opportunities for Australia to score a third goal and 
virtually assure a victory, but both Vidmar and Corica need not be reminded about them. 
As sickening as the late Spanish equaliser was, there was a certain air of inevitability about 
it, particularly after Vidmar was substituted. The rumblings about the defensive attitude by 
Australia during this game will surely haunt the coaching staff, and it appears the rift 
between senior players and Thomson (regarding tactics) is going to widen. Future squad 
selections at senior level will now be even more closely scrutinised. 


And finally, a statistic you can interpret any way you like. Nine sport psychologists 


whose ‘areas of expertise’ covered 14 different events were appointed to the entire Olympic 
team. Soccer was not included. 


Australia - 1996 Olympic Games Finals 


July 20 (Miami) Grp France 0-2 
July 22 (Miami) Grp Saudi Arabia 2-1 Peter Tsekenis 11, Mark Viduka 63 
July 24 (Orlando) Grp Spain 2-3 Aurelio Vidmar 3, 11 
Fra SA Spa 
1. Frank Juric (Melbourne Knights) xX xX xX 
18. Michael Petkovic (South Melbourne) 
5. Kevin Muscat (South Melbourne) X(y9) Xx X 
15. Luke Casserley (Marconi Fairfield) X x x 
4. Mark Babic (Sydney United) X xX Xx 
6. Steve Horvat (Hajduk Split) X(y76)079 xX 
3. Ante Moric (Sydney United) Xx X(y62) X(y25)056 
17. Ross Aloisi (West Adelaide) so79 X so56 
2. Goran Lozanovski (Adelaide City) so72(y74) 
13. Hayden Foxe (Ajax) 
10. Aurelio Vidmar (Sion / Tenerife) X(y3) Xx X{y61)o72 
8. Steve Corica (Wolves) X xX Xx 
11. Danny Tiatto (Melboume Knights) X(R22) $036 
7. Peter Tsekenis (UTS Olympic) xX Xx 
16. Robert Enes (Sydney United) so79 
9. Mark Viduka (Croatia Zagreb) X069 Xo79 X 


14. Paul Agostino (Bristol City) Xx 
12. Joe Spiteri (Melbourne Knights) so69 X(y66) X036 





BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 


Time to dig into the library again and continue Peter Kunz's look at 
what's available - and unavailable in a lot of cases... 


Lusetich, Robert - Frank Arok My Beloved Socceroos - Sydney, ABC Books, 1992 
Stirring account of the Australian soccer team under Frank Arok. Tactics and psychological 
ploys of the 'wily fox' are recounted in detail. Australian team line-ups under Arok are of 
interest to the statistician. 


Mallett, Ashtey - John Kosmina, Master Soccer Player ~ Richmond, Hutchisons, 1983 
Brief biography of the career of the former Socceroo captain. Includes interesting early 
photographs. 


Micallef, Philip - The World Cup Story, an Australian View - (Publisher unknown) 
Caringbah, 1994 

General coverage of World Cup Finals. Only a chapter about Australia's 1974 World Cup 
exploits seems pertinent to the title. 


Nettleton, B and Smith, R - Soccer for Teachers, Coaches and Players - Adelaide, 
Rigby, 1977 
Handbook of soccer coaching for junior players with a particular emphasis on fitness training. 


Olivier-Scerri, G.E. - Encyclopaedia of Australian Soccer - Sydney, Showcase 
Publications, 1988 2 

Title of this book is misleading. It is specifically a history of the Australian soccer team 
between 1922 and 1988. The book mainly consists of reproductions of newspaper reports 
and photographs. Pre 1960's and especially pre 1945 information is fascinating. A list of 
Australia’s international results is at the back of the book. ; 


Schwab, Laurie - The Socceroos and their Opponents - Melbourne, Age Publications, 
1979 (?} 

Contains valuable information and statistics on the Australian nationa! team. Contains pen 
pictures of likely players in the 1982 World Cup squad. Many black and white photos. 





Wade, Paul - Captain Socceroo, the Paul Wade Story - Harper Collins, Sydney, 1995 
This autobiography of Australia's national team captain provides a fascinating contemporary 
insight into the life of a dedicated soccer professional in Australia. English born Wade's 
dedication and enthusiasm for his chosen sport and adopted country shine through. 


Warren, Johnny and Dettre, Andrew - Soccer in Austratia - Sydney, Paul Hamlyn, 1974 
Possibly the most popular book on Australian soccer. Released prior to Australia's 
participation in the 1974 World Cup Finals it provides a history of the world game within an 
Australian context. Contains useful chapters on skills and tactics as well as interesting 
photos from Australian World Cup campaigns in the 1960's as well as a listing of Australian 
international players from 1965-1973, 


Warren, Johnny and Dettre, Andrew - Soccer the Australian Way - Sydney, Paul 
Hamlyn, 1977 

An update and re-release of the book "Soccer in Australia". Includes photos and comment in 
Australia's performances in the 1974 World Cup finals. 


But wait, there's more! Well, in SUI7 there will be.... 


at 


STRIKERS MAKE STAND AGAINST LAWYERS IN SPORT 
From Anthony Fensom 


Two months after the axing of Bruce Stowell, the Strikers board, chaired by lan Brusasco, 
boldly announced to the expectant media on July 31 that the club had found the answer to 
Australia's (and hopefully Brisbane's) future success. Raul Blanco and Eddie Thomson 
undoubtedly will be crossing their fingers that the Strikers’ experiment in appointing former 
intemational Frank Farina as player/manager will be an ill-fated venture. For as the Brisbane 
Strikers wrapped up a lucrative sponsorship deal with Coca-Cola and began to finalise their 
Squad for the forthcoming season, once-powerful clubs such as Marconi and the Melbourme 
Knights yet again threatened to increase the salaries of some of the nation's football-loving 
legal profession. 

Farina had publicly declared his ambitions of eventually coaching a national league side, but 
by all reports was reluctant to take on such responsibility while still contributing as a consistent 
goalscorer. The Strikers board received up to thirty applications for the coaching position, 
including many experienced managers from Europe, South America, and also Australia. 

Yet after delaying the inevitable decision practically until the start of pre-season training, the 
board pressured Farina to bring forward by one or two years his career in management. 

Unfortunately for the incoming manager, the delay has reduced his options in the transfer 
market with players such as Andrew Marth and Danny Tiatto (both on the Strikers’ target list) 
both became unavailable, and three other players departed for greener pastures. Key midfielder 
Jason Polak was welcomed back to the Lakeside Stadium by a club which had discarded him 
for a bargain basement price, Craig Williams departed to the new Singapore National League 
with a four-month contract, and Chris Zoricich left for the rich fields of the English League. 
Meanwhile Atan Hunter and Rod Brown were nearly captured by the success-hungry Sydney 
United. Branko Culina must have been suffering Manis Lamond withdrawal symptoms, although 
certainly Rod Brown had probably his best season for the Strikers in 1995/96, ably assisted by 
Farina and Cranney. 


The Strikers annual awards night provided further silverware for the trophy cabinet as Frank 
Farina 'scooped the pool’ as winner of the club's footballer of the year, players' player of the 
year, and supporters’ most valuable player awards. The awards night included the announce- 
ment of a five-figure sponsorship deal with Coca-Cola over three years, with a further option of 
another three-years, Coca-Cola becoming the club's second major sponsor behind Hyundai. 
With such support from both sponsors, players and supporters, the Farina administration has 
begun with a great deal of goodwill, after the exit of dour disciplinarian Stowell. 


The first test of the new coach will be the Strikers Johnnie Walker Cup match against 
Queensland XXXX League premiers, the Brisbane Lions, The local premiership was determined 
on the last day of the season as Lions (not yet an AFL club) outfought Brisbane City, 2-0. Had 
the result been the other way, the Strikers management team would have been severly 
compromised with ex-City coach Peter Tokesi appointed as Farina’s assistant! 

According to Farina, Tokesi will be in charge on match-day, with Frank performing the team 
pep-talks and leading his charges where it matters, on the field. 

After completing a hectic fortnight of organising his new team, Farina announced his first 
major decision in appointing club stalwart Alan Hunter as captain. As reported in the Brisbane 
Courier-mail, Hunter's experience, leadership abilities and virtually unblemished disciplinary 
record of the past season (only one yellow card), made him the obvious choice. Without Hunter 
leading the defence, the Strikers were starting to look like a certain English club which has 
much deeper pockets and plays in a black and white strip - excellent forward line, but an open 
penalty area. | eventually managed to extract from Frank an (extended) five minutes to seek his 
views on the past year, and the future for Brisbane. 


When asked as to his highs and lows of 1995/96, the answer was obvious: 

“Getting into the top six for the first time, but then being knocked out in the first round of the 
finals". 

Regarding his plans for the future, the national coaching job is an ultimate ambition(now that 
would be a change - an Australian coach with an Australian accent !!). 

“The market is preity limited now for quality players, so we are looking at giving a couple of 
local players the opportunity to play at a higher level....My coaching style will be different to 
Stowell's, while | am to available for the media and promotional activities wherever possible". 

When asked about that free-kick last season, where Farina scooped the ball up for Jason 
Polak to volley over the wall, “yes if was planned - the night before" { not bad for first attempt!). 
in the international sphere, Frank was impressed by England and France at Euro ‘96, and 
believes Paul Okon should be very successful in Italy, perhaps following in the footsteps of 
Baresi at AC Milan! Contrary to some reports, Paul Okon is not the first Australian to join the 
elite in Serie A - the list of Australian participants in Italian football is rapidly growing, such as 
Aloisi, Vieri, Farina and now Okon. 


After being sent from the field in the Strikers finals loss to Sydney United, Farina was 
automatically placed under a four match suspension by Soccer Australia. However, Farina's off- 
season signing with Brisbane club Taringa Rovers will ensure that he is able to assume his 
player/manager duties at the beginning of the new Ericsoon Cup campaign. Apparently this is a 
loop-hole which has been exploited by many players in the past, an oversight which Brisbane 
fans can be grateful for. Farina's leadership both on and off the pitch will be essential if the 
Strikers are to improve on last season's stuttering start, and continue to break attendance 
records at Suncorp stadium for the real football. 


At the grass-roots of the game, the Brisbane XXXX League reached a climatic finale, with 
approximately 3000 patrons witnessing the final battle for the minor premiership between the 
two top clubs. Lions’ victory gave them the double-chance of reaching the grand final, with the 
remaining four clubs (City, Rochedale, Taringa and Wynnum) playing off in the semi-finals. 

The first semi-final saw an impressive performance by Rochedale, defeating City by two goals 
to one. The second went to penalties after being locked at 1-1, Taringa winning the lottery 5-3. 

Brisbane Lions, yet to surrender their club name to the AFL, will attempt to win the double as 

they entertain Rochedale on August 18, while Brisbane City’s last chance is against Taringa. 


The QSF will also be making some difficult decisions as they determine the structure of the 
revamped XXXX League competition in 1997. Originally announced as a eight-team first 
division free of relegation for three years, after receiving some 21 applicants for the first division 
the QSF have expressed second thoughts about their proposal. Teams from as far away as 
Bundaberg and Rockhampton, in addition to the Gold Coast, Toowoomba and Ipswich, have alll 
expressed a desire to join the top flight, in addition to the numerous clubs already competing in 
the Brisbane metropolitan area. Of the clubs, Lions, Rochedale and City are certainties, while 


the rest will have to demonstrate to the QSF that they meet the required entry criteria in terms 
of finances and playing facilities. Second division champions Olympic may have to remain ap 





there for the forseeable future. 


Football in Queensiand thus faces a promising future, should the local administrators prove 
capable of taking the tough decisions and improving the standard of the State's premier 
competition. The Strikers as the national league representatives yet again will attempt to 
capture the ‘holy grail’, that elusive championship trophy. With a proven winner as Frank Farina 
leading the way, the odds of such a success occurring have shortened considerably. The odds 
will fall further if the Ericsson Cup grand finalists of 1995/96, Marconi and the Melboume 
Knights, fail to face reality and embrace the winds of change sweeping Australian football. 

Such an outcome would only delight the legal vultures and the enemies of the World Game. 


Image counts 


Time to revamp club colours and badges - by Peter Kunz 


Recently David Hill announced that the strips of Australian Ericsson A-League clubs 
will be: marketed widely in sports stores next season. This could be the overdue cue 
for most clubs to examine the marketability and appeal of the strips and badges which 
they currently purvey. 


FIRST STRIPS 


With few exceptions (Canberra, Brisbane) the strips of our A-League clubs are dull and 
lacking in variety and style. A survey of the predominant colours of first strips from the 95/96 
season will reveal that most clubs play in combinations of blue or red shirts. 


ROYAL BLUE - South Melbourne, UTS Olympic, Morwell, West Adelaide, Newcastle 
The first three mentioned clubs all wore blue shirts, shorts and socks. All clubs of Greek origin 
play in blue. Is this REALLY necessary? 

LIGHT BLUE - Marconi 
Makes a slight change from a darker blue. Why did Marconi abandon the green shirts some 
years back? 
RED - Melbourne Knights, Sydney United, Wollongong 
The Croatian based clubs wear their hearts on their sleeves (and elsewhere) by playing in 
identical red shirts, white shorts and blue socks. At least the Wollongong all red strip is a little 
different, if not revolutionary. 
YELLOW & BLUE - Brisbane 
Does add some much needed variety 
BLACK & WHITE - Adelaide City 
Since Brunswick's demise, unique. However black and white is always going to be colourless 
(no pun intended) and a marketers nightmare. 
DARK BLUE & ORANGE - Canberra 
Could do with more orange, less blue. Possibly the best of a poor lot. 


CHANGE STRIPS 


Clubs could give some attention to their change strips as well. Canberra and Newcastle 
had silver grey and aqua strips, which while looking stylish on the terraces, either looked poor 
on televsion (Canberra) or often clashed with the colours of opponents (Newcastle when 
playing blue teams). 

Most clubs featured mainly white away strips. However, the alt black strip of Sydney Utd, 
alt gold of UTS Olympic and the emerald green of Brisbane were most distinctive. On the 
whole however, the change strips were more imaginative and stylish than the first strips. 


SUGGESTED NEW COLOUR COMBINATIONS 


May I suggest a few untried colours and combinations which might attract the eye? 


RED & YELLOW - a striking combination which would look good on television 

EMERALD GREEN - is also attractive (as in Brisbane's change strip) and is also under utilised 
VIOLET AND/OR V\ AND/OR WHITE - a classy combination which isn't represented 

PURPLE & GOLD - regal 

RED & GREEN - eye catching 


One league which seems to come up with attractive colours and styles is the Japanese 
J-League. The strips look colourful, fresh and marketable without being garish. But then, 
all colours and styles were devised by the marketing gurus of the J-League. 

| recently delved into an Intemet site which displayed all the strips of the United States 
new MLS clubs. Some were pedestrian, while most were garish with three or four colours 
clashing. Of course, colour and style is a matter of taste. However, one doesn't have to be 
a slave of high fashion to judge that almost, with only a few exceptions, our current strips 
are extremely unimaginative and relatively unmarketable. 


CLUB BADGES 


The recent move to de-ethnicise club badges should see some radical changes. 
Already, the pseudo Greek flag badge of South Melboume has made way for a ‘Lakers’ 
moniker sporting a soccer ball and chequered flags. 

A good badge or logo should be clear, distinctive and recognisable. Subject to that set 
of criteria, the Brisbane, Canberra and Melboume Knights badges stand out. 

The worst badges would have to be: 

- Adelaide City - sports a coat of arms representing miniscule indistinct fauna 

- Newcastle Breakers - does not feature a breaking wave distinctly 

- Sydney United - surrounds the Croatian checkerboard with a chain and perches the 
Sydney Opera House on top of it all in a fussy attempt to link the club with a Sydney 
architectural icon. 


The badges of the other clubs | have mentioned are respectable, though 
undistinguished. With the decision to market strips more actively, most clubs with an eye 
for the dollar should be considering how to maximise profit and supporter appeal by giving 
their colours, strips and badges a radical makevoer. 

This means that they should be willing to explore new colours and designs free of the 
constraints of ethnic affiliations or previous choices. 1, for one, will be interested to 
scrutinise any new designs which are in the offering. 





Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition 


Rounds 7 & 8 saw only minor changes in the table with nobody tipping Nigeria and plenty 
tipping the USA. Best score was 16 (Bhupinder Rai & Lance Librandi) with many scoring 13. 
Round 9 is back to basics, with one selection only required and the tournament we focus 
on this month is the good o!' Johnnie Walker Cup, At time of writing, Marconi (and any other 
clubs that may back them) are all considered ‘in’ so any tips for ‘em WILL COUNT. 10 points 
for the winner, 6 for the runner-up and 3 for each losing semi-finalist, and entries should be in 
by September 6. Sorry about the short notice, but we know you all understand why.... 


The Leaderboard 


Rd 7:Oly-Men Rd 8:Oly-Wom Rd 9: JW Cup TOTAL 
Kevin Christopher (59) Brazil (3) USA (10) UTS Olympic 72 
Bhupinder Rai (42) Asgentina (6) USA (10) 58 
Graham Creed (38) Spain (0) USA (10) 48 
Anthony Fensom (35) Brazil (3) USA (10) 48 
Harry Georgiadis (38) Brazil (3) Norway (3) Ad City 44 
Lance Librandi (22) Argentina (6) USA (10) 38 
Anthony Clarke (26) Ghana (0) USA (10) 36 
Nadia Creed (32) Italy (0) Brazil (3) 35 
Peter Athanasiadis (19) Brazil (3) USA (10) 32 
Greg Stock (16) Brazil (3) USA (10) 29 





















WHAT A STATE I'M IN!! 


News from Northern NSW by Graham Parsons 


The final round of the NBN Television First Division League was played on the weekend of 
July 27 & 28 with the much awaited clash between unbeaten leaders Weston Bears and the 
past two years' premiers & this year's second-placed Highfield Wolves. Previous meetings 
between the two sides this year proved to be very even encounters with the first round clash 
resulting in a 1-1 draw. However Highfields emerged on top after meeting the Bears in their 
Arctic Cup qualifier, winning 5-4 on penalties after the scores were locked 3-3 at fulltime. 

Weston finished the season unbeaten with an emphatic 2-0 win at Weston Park. The 
Wolves were dominated by the Bears who scored from a Neville Smith shot that deflected off 
Wolves defender Tod McManus into the net. The Bears maintained the pressure and were 
rewarded with their second goal just before halftime when the Bears' Anthony Beckett flicked 
the ball to lan Tressider who converted a simple chance. 

FINAL TABLE: Weston 48, Highfields 41, Hamilton 40, Wallsend 33, Edgeworth 31, West 
Walisend 18, Broadmeadow 17, Maitland 12, Cessnock 7, Lake Macquarie 5 

The following top-five finals series results (to date) saw Highfields downed 4-2 on penalties 
to Hamilton Warriors after the scores were even 1-1 after extra-time in the Qualifying 
Preliminary Semi-Final. Edgeworth Eagles knocked Wallsend Red Devils out of the finals 
series with a 2-1 win in the Elimination Preliminary Semi-Final. Next weekend sees Highfields 
Wolves matched up with Edgeworth Eagles in the Minor Semi-Final, and the unbeaten 
Weston Bears facing Hamilton Warriors in the Major Semi-Final. 


The NBN Soccer League first division clubs have begun planning for next year with 
coaches switching clubs already. So far, Broadmeadow have signed up Wallsend's Richard 
Hartley, with Wallsend hiring the services of former West Wallsend mentor (1990) and former 
Newcastle KB United player Trevor Smyth. Maitland Magpies are on the lookout for a new 
coach following the retirement of Tom Stirrat and the failure to sign discarded Breakers 
defender, Ralph Maier. Long-serving NSW State League's Adamstown Rosebud coach, 
Neville Power has announced his retirement, and the rumour mills are running hot with the 
future of Adamstown in the NSW State League rumoured to be very shaky. 


On September 2nd the Northern NSW Soccer Federation (NNSWSF) will be announcing 
the make-up of the restructured 1997-99 NBN Soccer League first division league, and again 
rumours abound, with stories of Lake Macquarie getting the chop so that the loca! junior 
soccer association can get their hands on the excellent facility at Macquarie Field. Maitland 
Magpies are rumoured to be facing retegation due to its poor on-field performance, the loss of 
its coach and many of its committee members; as is one of the north's oldest clubs, West 
Wallsend who apparently haven't heard the alarm bells ringing. Cessnock too are also 
rumoured to be in the firing line. Second divisions’ Toronto-Awaba Stags, Budgewoi Budgies 


and South Cardiff Gunners are the presumed front-runners fo fill the vacancies in first division. 


Fourth division's Medowie Bumblebees apparently has the ear of a NNSWSF board member 
and is the ‘dark horse’ to bolt from well back in the pack, and find itself in second division. 


The future of the Premier Youth League competition and development program (catering 
for elite youth players in the 13, 14, 15 & 16 age groups) is in doubt after being handed to the 
local junior associations at the tailend of last year in a political trade-off deal, that has since 
seen the competition/development program downgraded to little more than an inter-district 
junior competition. Speculation is rife that the league - which was originally formed (many 
years ago) to provide high-level competition/development for the cream of Northem NSW's 
junior soccer players - may be cancelled or undergo a format change. 

All the wheelings and dealings going on behind the scenes in Northem NSW should make 
for a very interesting and volatile period in the next five or so months. 


Underpaid and Downunder 


What would you define as a successful league? More bums on seats (or concrete 
slabs), increased gate receipts, more sponsorship, media coverage or general community 
awareness? Naturally, a great start would be an ability to stop our overseas player drain. 
Any league that continually loses its most talented players to financially greener pastures 

will find it hard to gain any credibility. 

The players lost to Australia in the past two years reads like a 'Who's Who' of recent 
Socceroo line-ups. Viduka, Mendez, Horvat, Muscat, Corica, Skoko, Moore, Kalac, Biskic, 
Durakovic, Lazaridis and so on. This doesn't include the dozens of teenagers and state 
league players who head virtually unnoticed to Europe and Asia to strike it rich. Others like 
Mari, Spiteri and Tiatte have shown a willingness to ‘land’ a big fat European contract while 
the likes of Simunic and Lozanovski won't be far behind them. It has even been rumoured 
that Paul Trimboli is attracting overseas interest. If a Melboume boy at heart like Trimmers 
is considering leaving the A-League despite showing an unwillingness to leave Australia on 

: several occassions, what hope does that give us? 


This is not meant as a criticism of the players concerned, who are perfectly entitled to 
move overseas and make best financial use of their talent, even if in some cases they are 
playing in a standard that is no better than our A-League. This is a criticism, however, of 
clubs' inability to provide better financial incentives for players to stay in Australia. 
Until English soccer's recent Sky-TV funded boom, its best players were easy pickings 
for wealthier Italian and Spanish clubs. Today, Newcastle Utd are able to pay fifteen million 
pounds for Alan Shearer and also import stars such as David Ginola and Faustino Asprilla. 
The lessons for Australian soccer are painfully obvious. Unless we can keep most of our 
players in Australia by providing more financially attractive conditions we will never produce 
a league that will generate excitement and enthusiasm. 


Soccer fans aren't mugs, and won't part wikth their hard-eamed if they believe the 
standard of play is not high. Which makes the recent comments in the press by South 
Melboume president George Vasilopoulos and Collingwood Warriors coach Zoran Matic 
(criticising the greed of prospective transfer targets) all the more disappointing and self- 
defeating. Clubs should instead investigate every conceivable option to raise enough 
revenue to keep our best players here. 

We have no objection to players moving to better European leagues that make them 
better players and benefit our international teams, but its galling seeing many Aussies 
move to various Asian leagues of dubious standard. Nor should clubs cave in to all player 
demands and get into financial strife over wages and transfers they can't afford. However, 
they should acknowledge that attracting crowd-pleasers may cost more but such players 
are the ones who will get turnstiles clicking, and attract attention. 

Goran Lozanovski may cost more than two unknown Ukranians with no pedigree, but 
who would you rather pay $10 to watch, and who will add more more bums on seats. 


A Curley one for Popovic 
Call me a cynic, but | couldn't help notice two stories in the newspaper recently 
regarding Tony Popovie's trial with English First Division club Wolves. It was reported that 
a blunder by Tony (he brought down Chelsea's Mark Hughes) had led to Wolves conceding 
the only goal of the game from the penalty spot. Before the match, Wolves were happy to 
show off their new signing, central defender Keith Curle. The former Man City captain was 
signed after another recent defensive signing Adrian Williams ‘done a cruciate’ and will be 
unavailable until probably Christmas time. 
Surely we're not going to see another quality local product playing in the ‘twos’, are we? 


“ 


st 


Did that REALLY happen? 


JULY 

14 - Heidelberg Melbourne Alexander Warriors United go back to the top of the Vic Prem 
League with a 3-0 win over previous Jeaders Sunshine. 

18 - John Gibson re-signs with Adelaide City for 2 years plus a 1 year option. 

19 - Criag Foster signs with Marconi for 3 years and a $25000 transfer fee. SA Premier 
League club Croydon Kings sign former Dabrowa Tam (Polish 3rd Division) player Jacek 
Watroba. 

20 - In SA, Elizabeth City goalkeeper Matthew Peace is booked for ungentlemanly conduct. 
The crime? Sitting on the crossbar during a game! 

22 - Eddie Kmcevie decides to play on with Gippsland Falcons. Michael Musitano (ex 
Canberra Cosmos) signs with Adelaide City with a $8000 transfer fee. 

26 - Former Sth Oz state team midfielder Kevin McCormack is appointed senior coach of 
the state's womens team. West Adelaide sign former Scottish pro goalkeeper Mike 
Harkness from WA club Sorrento. 

30 - Frank Farina finally agrees to coach the Brisbane Strikers one year earlier than he'd 
anticipated. 

31 - Perth Glory sign Hungarian striker Goran Kopunovic (ex Ferencvaros) and New 
Zealand Olympic skipper Gavin Wilkinson. They have also signed (on Joan) Vinko 
Buljubasic (Melb Knights). 





AUGUST 
6 - Collingwood Warriors sign Con Boutsianis (currently with Melb/Heid Warriors) and Dean 
Anastasiadis (ex Sth Melb), Carlo Talladira (ex Ad City) and Ukranian pair Alexander 
Rabokin (ex Black Sea Odessa) and Alexander Pryhodka (ex Niva Vinicci). Meanwhile, 
White City Woodville's goalscoring machine Michae! Brooks is set to re-join Ad City for 
another crack at the national league. 
8 - West Adelaide reportedly have an eye on Adelaide Blue Eagles midfielder Corey 
Artone. 
9 - Former Ad City and Socceroo player Bugsy Nyskohus is appointed SA state coach for 
the Johnnie Walker Cup series. 
11 - In Victoria, Altona go top for the first time this season following a 1-0 win at Box Hill. 
16 - Sir Arthur George issues a media statement condemning the A-League ciubs who are 
failing to fall into line. 
i have listened with dismay to a debate in the media about a policy decision of the 
Board of Soccer Australia. 
The Board of Soccer Australia democratically and constitutionally elected is 
charged with the power and the obligation fo make policy decisions which it 
considers are necessary in the interest of the game. 
its policy decision in the current dispute has the support of the majority of the 
Council of Clubs representing aif national league clubs. it is clear therefore that 
the minority have to accept the policy decision and act accordingly or withdraw 
from the competition. 
Talk of a rebel competition is an offence in itself and in the unlikely event of it 
proceding would, after due process, result in FIFA suspending the clubs, the 
officials and players who remain with them. Players would immediately be free of 
any contractual obligations. The minority should be finally and formaily asked 
once more fo adhere to the decision of the Board or otherwise face the 
consequences, 
18 - Altona clinch the minor premiership while Green Gully snatch a finals berth with a 7-1 
thumping of Sunshine. Thomastown Zebras miss the finals on goal difference. 
25 - The finals kick off in Victoria with Heidelberg compounding Sunshine's misery via a 4-0 
scoreline, while Bentleigh Greens' season is over following a 1-3 loss to Green Gully. 





How come we have to hand out more cards in the off-season? Can't people just 
get on with planning for the new (improved?} national league without choking on their 
toes? Ah well, fooks like it's time to reach into the back pocket again... 


Get the book out! 


Yellow card to SocAus for failing to go public with their National Marketing Plan’. We've 
heard about this exciting new innovative strategy for months now but are yet to see or hear 
anything about even ONE item planned for the 'mainstream retail outlets'. No wonder 
some people are starting to doubt the existence of such a strategy... 


Red Card to Doug Booth {soccer reporter for the Melbourne Herald Sun) and his sub-editor 
for the headline 'Marconi kicked out' on August 15. A great story, guys, but it didn't 
happen. Anyone who was at the SocAus media confernence held the previous day, or 
anyone who saw the news that night, will know that David Hill quite clearly stated to the 40 
Or so press present that Marconi were being given one last chance. Sure, Stefan Kamasz 
DID say "Right now, they are out”, but Hill quickly added the ‘get out clause’ which seems 
to have been repeated daily for weeks, along with the rest of the rhetoric. 


Yeflow card to Eddie Thomson for, after being asked on Adelaide radio (on the eve of the 
France game) as to who was coaching the Saudi team, replied that he didn't know and he 
assumed it was their national team coach, and they'd probably play the same way. He also 
reveated that Ned Zelic was due in camp by July 26 but didn't report his absence until the 
29th. He didn't elaborate on what transpired during those three days, but he was happy to 
inform the listeners that Les and Raul had lost weight... 


Yellow card to Eddie Thomson for his comments at the press conference to announce the 
upcoming two match series against Tahiti. ET claims he'd be happy with a draw in the 
away leg. Fair dinkum, Eddie? A draw? 

YOU'VE GOT TO BE KIDDING! Look, we've just about had enough of this crap about 
worthy opponents and there are no easy games at international level any more. The fact is 
that Tahiti have a current FIFA world ranking of 151 and should be hammered. if Australia 
took both legs of this upcoming series with any !evel of seriousness the world record 
winning margin (17 goals, we believe) would be under genuine threat. How about it, 
Eddie? 


Yellow card (with a right to appeal) to SocAus for their Johnnie Walker Cup draw(?!). 
Yeah, we understand the need to cut costs and save the clubs a bit of travelling time, but 
the whole idea of a cup competition is to throw all the names into a hat and give everybody 
an equal chance of playing each other. One look at the draw confirms that did not happen. 
It was an excellent idea to bring in extra teams to bring the number up to a nice, convenient 
sixteen (although Perth Glory should have been forced to compete), but pairing off teams 
from the same city does little for the credibility of the competition. Why couldn't SocAus 
have held a bit of a media session and got a special guest or two {not Sepp!) to help 
conduct the draw? Who knows, it might have even made the news, and at least the 
Sponsors would be aware that SocAus are reaily trying to give the Cup a bit of coverage. 

*** The right of appeal exists because at press-time, the draw was stil! not confirmed. The 
draw (see page 32) was widely published in various publications, but SocAus are obviously 
playing wait-and-see with the likes of Marconi. When we contacted HQ we were politely 


advised to ring back at the end of the week (23rd). 
Doesn't leave much time, either way... 





et 


BULLETIN BOARD 


A further reminder to everyone that this is a FREE service and most 
times people are successful. Just drop a line to the usual address and we'll 
do the rest. 





Statistics - The good mews and the bad 


A final thank you to those who were kind enough to send in yearbooks, annuals, 
personal records and club histories over the past coupla months, and the good news is 
that a LOT of this information will be available on a wonderful new Internet Web Site in 
the very near future. How near depends on the fans of Australian soccer. 

The bad news is that we now have so much information, we need a small army of 
volunteers for data-entry duty. If anyone is able to offer their services (and be prepared 
to learn a fair bit of Australian soccer history in the process) they can contact 
Thomas Esamie on (02-356-2127) or Greg Stock on (02-528-6274). 

And if you just want to watch a full blown statistical monster grow from a single cell 
you can visit the site at 
hitp://www.zeta.org.au./~algor/Players/playerl. han 


FIFA Museum Collection 


A brochure has arrived at SU advertising "4 fascinating book on the history of Football”, 
which normally wouldn't make us sit upright except this book might just be the ultimate 
book on the history of the game. With over 300 pages, more than 400 full-colour 
illustrations and available in four languages, it is a serious attempt by FIFA to produce the 
definitive pictorial history of the world game. It covers over 1000 years (yep, one 
thousand) and a wide variety of exhibits, including paintings, sculptures, cups, posters, 
toys and various other pieces of nostalgic memorabilia. The book is available in three 
formats with prices ranging from US$30 (softcover) through US$42 (hardback) to US$298 
(Limited Luxury edition in full leather). Further info can be obtained from: 
edition q, Ifenpfad 2-4, D - 12107 Berlin, Germany 
If we hear of any distributors or retailers in Oz, we'll let you know. 



















Wanted: Information on Nick Rizzo 
Word has reached the ears of 'SU' that a young player by the name of Nick Rizzo is 
currently trialling with Manchester United. Having Italian parents enables him to wander 
around with a EC passport, making his dreams a little easier, but SU is having trouble 
discovering his origins. Can anyone help? 










Another Yearbook To Look Out For? 
Word has reached the ears of 'SU' that the publishers of ‘Inside Soccer’ are about to 
release a 80 page softcover yearbook for about $9.95 on August 28. Dunno much 
more than that, but it's obviously one to keep an eye out for... 








Subscribe! Or Even Better, Contribute! 


A further gentle reminder that 6 issues of 'SU' only costs ya $16, (or 12 
issues for $30) and each contributor cops an extension to their subscription. 
There is no longer any excuse not to get in touch... 

Send your cash, ideas, manuscripts etc to 


‘Studs Up' - P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


And remember folks, SU makes a ‘different' sort of birthday gift, 
Christmas gift, bar mitzvah gift, wedding/engagement present..... 







Eddie Thomson was in Playboy! Seriously! 


Should've alerted you to this earlier but there was an interview with ET (by Les 
Murray) in the June issue of Playboy. Certainly worth borrowing your nephew's copy 
for twenty minutes, although it's a pity it wasn't printed in its entirety. 

Some of the stuff edited out would certainly kill off a few myths.... 


WANTED - Club badges, stickers or mementoes 


from present or past A League / NSL teams 
Please contact Pefer Kunz on (06) 281 2900 (AH} 
or at 8 Renwick St Chifley ACT 2606 






Brisbane Soccer Scene - Final announcement 
The ‘Brisbane Soccer Scene' is still screening on BRIZ 31 on Thursday nights 
at 9:00pm and replayed at 3:30pm on Saturdays. if you have any further 
comments or suggestions you can ring the station on (07) 844-3131. 


F A CUP SUPPORTERS TOUR 


‘Tours Your Way' have put together a package for fans who are keen to visit 
Wembley next year, with the following details as a guide only 
All airfares - All accomodation hotel rooms with private facilities - All taxes included 
- 24hr guide - Full assistance given in preparation of passport, visas etc - 


All arrangements made as to seating, special meals and assistance in boarding - 
Special check-in gate at airport - Tickets to FA Cup Final and one club game - 
AND a soccer kit for friendly game (complete with Umbro shirt with name and 
number on the back!) against a British club. No clues on the identity just yet... 
The total price for the trip is $7,500 per person (minimum group of 10) and for 
further details you should contact: 
Davina Hanson-Adrian on Ph/Fax: (07) 55 932109 





REMEMBER - THE DEADLINE FOR EACH ISSUE IS 
THE 15TH OF EACH AND EVERY MONTH 


Just enough space to let you know about all the upcoming 
events, so make sure you all 


Look out for... 


AUGUST 

24 - The South Australian Womens Baileti Cup Final is to be held at Hindaiacsh Stadium. 

25 - The Victorian Premier League finals kick-off with a double-header at Olympic Vitlage, 
Heidelberg. Bentleigh Greens v Green Gully + Melbourne Warriors v Sunshine Georgies. 
28 - The next edition of the FIFA/Coca-Cola World Rankings will appear... 

30 - South Melbourne take on Melbourne Knights at the Bob Jane Stadium in the Tynan- 
Eyre Memorial Foundation charity game. 


SEPTEMBER 

6 - First round of the Johnnie Walker Cup (maybe!) kicks off with the following fixtures: 
South Melb v Gippsland, Canberra v Knights, Collingwood v Sth Oz state champions, 
UTS v Sydney Utd, Newcastle v Northern NSW champion, Wollongong v Marconi, 
Brisbane v Queenstand state champion, Adelaide City v West Adelaide 

13 - South Australian Premier League Grand Final. 

30 - Australian University Games (featuring mens & womens soccer) kick off in Canberra. 
Aliso - Keep an eye out for some results of the eight-team ASEAN Cup tournament due to be 
held in Singapore duting the first two weeks of gece It's unlikely we'll have to play any 
of ‘em in October next year, but you never know... 


OCTOBER 

11 - The Ericsson Cup kicks off with Newcastle Breakers hosting’ West Adelaide (7:30pm) 

12 - Ericsson Cup - Canberra Cosmos v Marconi Fairfield (7:00pm), Gippsland Falcons v 
* South Melbourne (7:30pm) ; 

13 - Ericsson Cup - Perth Glory v UTS Cimipie (4:00pm), Adelaide City v Brisbane (7:30pm), 

Collingwood Wariors v Melboume Knights (4:30pm), Sydney Utd v Wollongong (6:30pm) 

18 - Ericsson Cup - Wollongong v Adelaide City (7:30pm) 

19 - Ericsson Cup - Brisbane v Newcastle (7:00pm), Marconi v Collingwood (7:00pm) 

20 - Ericsson Cup - Sth Melb v Sydney Utd (6:00pm), Melb Knights v Gippsland (6:00pm), 

UTS Olympic v Canberra (6: 30pm), West Adelaide v Perth Glory (7:30pm) 

26 - Tahiti play host to Australia in the tst leg of the Oceania Cup final, or is that the 

Confederation Cup qualifier? 

Also - Keep an eye out for the October issue of Four-Four-Two where a Mark Bosnich 

interview will appear. 


NOVEMBER 
1 - Australia v Tahiti in Canberra in the 2nd [eg of (see above) 


DECEMBER 
Also - Kep an eye out for the December issue of Playboy where another Mark Bosnich 
interview will appear. Different content we're assured.... 


1997 

DECEMBER 

10-22 - Confederation Cup toumament to be held in Saudi Arabia. Start saving for those 
airine tickets... 


